
1

• Please take a moment to complete the 
consent form.

• This will help us to better plan for 
classroom observations and focus 
groups. 

C o n s e n t  F o r m
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• What do you notice about how 
students communicate 
during group work?

• How do you/could you prepare 
students to communicate 
during group work?

Think and Jot
Register for Session 3 here:

Registration Code: 100088
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Building Inclusive Environments Project: 
Integrating Academic, Social and Emotional Skill Development

Session Three: SEL-Academic Integration Problem of Practice—
Communication Boosters

Winter 2024
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Today’s Agenda
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1. Keeping humans at the center 

2. All voices matter

3. Take risks and be vulnerable learners

4. Welcome and manage discomfort

Community Goals
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Today’s Objectives

Determine strategies to intentionally embed SEL outcomes to 
support academic outcomes.

Identify SEL-Academic Integration approaches for common 
problems of practice

Create a lesson plan that intentionally incorporates Harmony 
using a taxonomy approach.
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What do you notice about how students 
communicate during group work?

Workbook, p. 43

Whole Group Discussion: Share in the Chat...
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The skillful and intentional use 
of student social and emotional 
assets to improve the 
effectiveness of learning.

SEL-Academic Integration



11

Whole Group Discussion: SEL-Academic 
Integration Taxonomy

EXPLICIT SKILL ALIGNMENT

How are the social and emotional skills similar to 
academic standards?

EXPLICIT STRATEGY  ALIGNMENT

What social and emotional skills do students use in the 
content-specific practice?

WAYS OF INTERACTING

What social and emotional skills do students need 
to maximize their engagement in the lesson or 
activity? 

WAYS OF BEING

How are the social and emotional skills used in ways 
that are specific to the subject area? 

Workbook, p. 7-8
Materials, Taxonomy Approach
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• Warmth and support
• Responsibility and choice
• Youth-centered problem solving
• Power of language

Workbook, p. 45

Whole Group Discussion: 7-Taps



13

SEL-Academic 
Integration Problem 
of Practice
Explore the question:
“How can I use Harmony materials and/or 
students social and emotional skills to 
support students’ communication and 
learning in group work?”

Workbook, p. 45-46
Workbook, p. 16-21

You are planning a science lab for your 
class, and you'd like your 
students to work in lab groups to 
conduct an experiment. During previous 
labs, you noticed that when students 
engage in group work, they struggle to 
share their thinking with each other. You 
also notice that one student dominates 
the conversation.
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Workbook, p. 20
Materials, Harmony and Science Integration Guide

Lesson Planning Step 1: Reflect

• What academic 
outcomes/standards will you 
focus on? 

• What are students’ academic 
strengths and assets?

• What social and emotional 
outcomes will you focus on? 

• What are students’ social and 
emotional strengths and 
assets?
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Lesson Planning Step 2: Review

What Harmony 
practice/activity will you 
use to support SEL-
academic integration?

Workbook, p 21
Harmony Materials, G4, U3, L5

https://online3.harmonysel.org/harmony/unit/15/lesson/52/details
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SEL-Academic Integration Planning 
Resources and Tools

Lesson Planning 
Template

Science Integration 
Guide

Harmony Online 
Learning Portal

supports intentional 
planning as it provides 
planning structure and 
guiding questions

guidance in deciding 
SEL competency and 
academic standards

opportunities for 
students to learn and 
practice social skills 
related to 
communication

Pause and Reflect:

How will these 
resources support your 
planning for affirming 

learning 
environments?

Workbook, p. 46
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Counting on 
Collaboration

Workbook, p. 46

Communication Boosters

- Boost our ability to work together

Whole Group Discussion

- What does it mean to communicate 
effectively?
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Counting on Collaboration

Workbook, p. 46

COMMUNICATION BOOSTERS AND BLOOPERS 
REFERENCE GUIDE (Page 1)

Communication Booster Definition Example

A Communication 
Booster is… something 
that helps messages be 
understood and people 
feel valued. 

Listening (and 
watching)

paying attention to the message someone is 
sending you

• Let the speaker complete their thoughts.
• Nod to show understanding.
• Use body language to show interested, such as 

keeping eye contact or leaning forward.

Supporting giving help or comfort • Give the speaker the time to share their ideas.
• Encourage the speaker to talk freely.
• Ask to help or offer to give help to solve a 

problem.

Negotiating trying to agree on something by problem solving 
or each side giving up something they want

• Compromise, or accept something that is not 
quite what you want.

• Be flexible, or able to change your mind easily.
• Make a plan to include everyone’s thoughts. 

Questioning* finding out more information from someone. • Asking a perspective
• Asking about information, knowledge, or 

experience
• How to solve a problem
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Workbook, p. 46

Workbook, p. 22

Solving the Problem of Practice
In Breakout Rooms:

● Quick introductions (role/name/location). The person with the 
last name closest to W goes first. 

● Remember to provide Booster Tickets

● Solve the problem of practice:
● How would you plan a lesson to create an affirming learning 

environment for the science problem of practice?
● How will these resources and tools support your planning?

*Consider how your Personal Harmony Goal might support you.
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Whole Group Discussion: Welcome Back!

Share in the chat any 
appreciations or themes you had 
from your breakout rooms.



22

1. Choose one of your content lesson for next week 
where your students will need to exhibit 
communication skill where it may be difficult to do 
so.

2. Explore Harmony lesson 5 in Unit 3 (or another if 
more applicable) to support affirming learning 
environments and your students' communication 
skills.

3. Integrate the applicable Harmony lesson into the 
identified content lesson from Step #1

Lesson Planning

Workbook, p 16-18
Workbook, p 47
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1. Teach the lesson! 
2. On the Padlet, share what you found supportive as 

you planned.
Next Steps

Workbook, p 16-18
Workbook, p 47
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• When were you aware of progress 
towards your Personal Harmony 
Goals today?

• How are you feeling now about SEL 
academic integration?

• What are you still curious about?

Workbook, p. 47

Whole Group Reflection & Exit Ticket

https://tinyurl.com/4kd3jvcd 

https://tinyurl.com/4kd3jvcd
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Next training: TBD

Complete Professional Learning Survey



THANK YOU
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